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NAHUM THE CARPENTER, THE
NINTH EPISTLE
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Baby Paul was growing very fast and was a very happy, contented little boy. He was the recipient of
much love from his parents, his grandparents and of course Miriamme. He loved the outdoors and was
particularly happy when his father took him for a ride on one of his horses.

Life for the Nahum family was very satisfying. The shops were flourishing; the clinic was a very
important place in the community. Hannah was continuing to improve her medical competence by
taking courses in Italy and Greece, Sarah also went to Greece to get her medical training and the family
was enjoying good health. Their new Christian Church was also growing. Isaac was not only leading
many services but also training new disciples to assist him. Ezekiel was taking over many of Isaac’s
missions and developing into a well respected Christian Leader.

Nahum was coming to the shop three days a week and going to see Market Man every other week.
Ezra went to the shop every morning, and if not needed, he would go and tend to his horses. Samuel
and Ethan handled all the work in the shop now and Bart and Simon managed the blacksmith and
carriage shop.

Market Man was advised to come to the shops next Monday, after lunch.

The men had completed the carriage in much less time than expected. It looked great and had some
unique features. They had made a retractable roof for the driver that could be tilted back on clear days,
they had made a step board for the driver that prevented any stones or debris from the horses hitting
him; the two boys had made leather seats and backs and of course it also had the glass windows.

On Saturday Nahum, Ezra and the four men took the carriage for a test run around Ezra’s farm. Ezra
used a team of his highly trained horses to pull the carriage. Each man was given a chance to drive the
carriage. It all went smooth.

When they returned to the shop they decided to take one more trip, this time on the road. They drove
to Hannah’s parents, Jonah and Abigail. They were pleased they did not encounter any traffic so the
carriage was still a secret. When back at the shop the men all pitched in, checked everything over and
cleaned all the road dirt and dust off and it was like new again.
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On Monday Market Man rode his horse to the shops and arrived to find his carriage hitched to a
beautiful team of grey horses. Ezra explained that the men had done such a great job in completing the
work ahead of schedule and cost and if Market Man agreed they would give him the team in exchange
for his horse, he was delighted.

Once he looked over his new carriage he asked if the young artist was here. Simon called his sister and
the young artist, Leah from the office. The shy girl was hugged by Market Man and he told her he had
arranged with an artist friend of his who has a gallery near my market, to give you lessons every
Saturday that you can make it to town. Her mother was crying and Leah was giggling with pure joy.

Nahum and Ezra accompanied Market Man back to his home with his horse hitched behind for Ezra to
ride home. Market Man was absolutely delighted with his new carriage and said he could hardly wait to
show Jonathon.

Abraham and Naomi were neighbours of Hannah’s parents, Jonah and Abigail. Their families had been
friends for decades. One afternoon while each man was tilling his fields, Abraham, tethered his team
and went over to speak with Jonah. He extended an invitation to Jonah, Abigail and Hannah, and the
new boy friend. They agreed upon Friday night.

Abraham was a big strong affable man, who loved to enjoy a good time. He had always teased pretty
little Hannah and called her his girl friend. When the family arrived, Abraham picked up Hannah and
gave her a big bear hug, Hannah squealed, like she always did, and gave Abraham a big kiss on his
forehead. Poor Ezekiel had never seen anything like this and was momentarily startled, but Hannah
soon explained the situation to him and they all had a good laugh.

After tea was served, Abraham took over! He explained, again, to Ezekiel that Hannah was his girl friend
and he was jealous that she had chosen you instead of me, more laughs. He went to explain that he
had changed from cattle farming to crop farming and that he did not require a hired hand anymore. He
said the house that his father had built for him forty years ago was sitting empty now. He continued by
saying he had asked the Tax Man to find a way that Abraham could sever a piece of his farm with the
house on it and sell it.

A few months ago it was all legalized and he had a crew build a fence around the home and five acres.
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He now wanted to sell it and he wanted Hannah and her new friend to have the first opportunity to buy
it. He did not need the money, so was asking a below market price for the property.

The young couple and their families were overwhelmed by the kind offer from this friendly neighbour.
They were almost unable to speak, finally Ezekiel stood up and made a wonderful speech covering all
the necessary points, which included, thanking them for the kind offer, the wonderful love that had
grown between the two farming families over the years, his appreciation for his own family and last but
not least the new love and admiration he had for Hannah. He ended by going over to her parents and
giving them each a kiss.

Abraham, in his rough and tumble style made a joke of it and said enough of this lets toast it with some
wine!

The young couple made all the financial arrangements and the deal was completed within a month.
They had a home when they got married.

To add to the excitement of Nahum and his extended family was the news of another baby in the next
few months.

The one sad part to this story was the passing of Yohanin in the early spring. Following his delightful
ride in Jonathon’s carriage his health deteriorated. Miriamme asked Isaac and Ezekiel to join them for
tea one Sunday afternoon. Yohanin was very weak but he made up his mind to sit up when his friends
arrived. After some pleasant conversation, Isaac asked everyone to join him in prayer. He then
presented a wonderful tribute to the little man, highlighted by the fact the couple had sold their farm to
Nahum and that they had dedicated a section to be used for a church.

Yohanin with a voice just above a whisper said he wanted to say three things: thank you to all his friends
for their love over the years; he wanted to thank God for allowing him to live long enough to see the
birth and death of Jesus and lastly for the lifelong love of his dear wife Miriamme. With tears running
down their cheeks the couple embraced like a couple of newlyweds.

When the guests left,Yohanin said to Miriamme I would like to go to bed, would you please come and
snuggle with me. For the next hour or so, the couple reminisced about their life, sometimes laughing,
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sometimes crying. Yohanin then quietly kissed his wife, said I love you and went to sleep. He never
woke up!

Isaac and Ezekiel conducted a funeral for Yohanin which took place on the piece of property which was
to be used for a Christian Church. Much like the tribute given a few days ago, Isaac reminded the crowd
of over two hundred people of all the accomplishments and kindnesses and love Yohanin had
delivered over the years. He also paid tribute to Miriamme who sat in the arms of Elizabeth. It was a
wonderful good bye to a wonderful man.

John Thomas Percival continues working with wood and pondering about the early history of Christianity.

The photo shows, "Christ's Farewell to Mary," by Piotr Stachiewicz, painted in 1900.

https://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/File:Stachiewicz_Christ%27s_farewell_to_Mary.jpg
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