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We translate here the speech delivered by Éric Zemmour, at the launch of his brand-new political part,
Reconquête (Reconquest), on December 5, 2021, before a crowd of some 15,000. It is a powerful call to
arms for France, and Zemmour is making the French political establishment rather nervous. He is a well-
known public intellectual and writer.

Greetings to all of you! Greetings to all of you. Greetings my friends. Thank you! Thank you for the
welcome. It's amazing. What an atmosphere! What a pleasure to be here before you in Villepinte. Thank
you, really. Thank you from the bottom of my heart!

I heard the words of those who spoke before me: I thank them. Thank you, my friends! Thank you for
being here, thank you for your support. The great coming-together finally begins today. There are
nearly fifteen thousand of you here today.

Fifteen thousand! Fifteen thousand French people. Fifteen thousand French people who have defied
political correctness, the threats of the extreme left and the hatred of the media.

Fifteen thousand French people who no longer lower their eyes and who are determined to change the
course of history! Because let's not be falsely modest: the stakes are immense. If I win this election, it
will not be just another change-over, but the beginning of the reconquest of the most beautiful country
in the world.

Yes, this country has suffered so much, has been forgotten by our successive leaders, so that on all
fronts it is now necessary to repair the innumerable errors which were committed over these last forty
years. Economy, ecology, purchasing power, public services, immigration, insecurity: none of the major
chapters of the action we must take escape the serious and comprehensive project that we will begin
today to unveil to the French people. Because after the indispensable period of observing and raising
awareness, the project must follow.

Who could have imagined this just a few months ago?

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=iBBtuSOEQC0
https://www.parti-reconquete.fr/
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The authorities had decided it, the journalists had wanted it, the right had accepted it: the next
presidential election was to be a formality for five more years of Macronism.

France was to continue to quietly exit from history, and the French were to disappear in silence on the
land of their ancestors. But a small grain of sand came along to jam the machine. No, this grain of sand
is not me. This grain of sand is you!

Let me tell you a beautiful story. I'm going to tell you the story of what you've accomplished in the last
few months.

Last June, on every stage, at every dinner party, in every polling station it was clearly understood: the
second round was a foregone conclusion, and Macron could not but win. This presidential election was
of no interest.

And then a rumor started to spread. Yes, I confess, I hesitated for a long time. But you came, we came.

And we upset the best laid plans. We broke the tacit pact between all the actors of this farce. And now,
no one dares to predict the results of the coming election.

I weigh my words carefully when I say this: your presence honors me. It honors me, because by coming
here you show courage, panache, audacity. And dare I say it: by your commitment, you have shown
more ardor, determination and resistance than almost all the political leaders of the last thirty years. In
Bordeaux, Lyon, Lille, Nice, Ajaccio, Nantes, Rouen, Biarritz, and today, Paris—France is calling out for
help and the French have answered the call.

For months, our meetings have been disturbing journalists, irritating politicians, and hystericizing the
Left.

Each time I travel, they are enraged at seeing this people that they thought would disappear forever!
Because in the four corners of the country, they saw these rooms full to bursting, and overflowing with
enthusiasm.
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They see your flags, they hear your chants, and they are stunned by your applause. In the end, the
political phenomenon of these meetings is not me, it's you! Your presence is that of a people who have
never lain down, and who remain standing against all odds. This people—they had forgotten them; they
had underestimated them. They even thought they had got rid of them, far from the city centers, far
from the beautiful districts, far from their media.

They were wrong.

The French people, who have been here for a thousand years and who want to remain masters in their
own country for another thousand years, have not had their last word.

Your courage honors me, because for months now, not a single day has gone by without those in
power and their media outlets attacking me. They invent polemics about books that I wrote fifteen
years ago.

They dig into my private life. They call me names. But don't be mistaken: the real object of their wrath is
not me, it's you. If they hate me, it is because they hate you; if they despise me, it is because they
despise YOU.

Against me, everything is allowed. The pack is now on my tail: my opponents want my political death,
the journalists want my social death, and the jihadists want me dead. But in their rage, they made a
serious mistake: they showed themselves. They attacked us too early. In a few weeks, I am sure, the
French will open its eyes to their stratagems, and their attacks will become ineffective.

They have made the mistake of designating me as their sole opponent. They think they are our
enemies. But, in fact, they are our best allies.

We are used to it by now. In every election, the system carefully excludes the candidates who
displease it, with its judges at their behest, and their militant journalists. We knew they would come
after us and we were waiting for them. They want to forbid us to defend our ideas. They want to make
me unelectable. They want to steal your democracy. Let's not let them do that!
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They still have one last hope—they want me not to get my 500 sponsorships. So, I say to the mayors of
France: dear elected representatives of the people, men and women of good sense, volunteers of the
Republic, you have the power to give a voice to millions of French people! Use this power! Do not let
yourselves be robbed of the election.

In attacking me, they made a second mistake: underestimating the French. They imagined us asleep,
tired, submissive, afraid… But this extraordinary people have a unique capacity of resistance in the
history of humanity. France should have disappeared many times. But each time, we held on, and each
time, we came back!

They imagine us, in their caricature, full of resentment. They are mistaken: In our hearts there is neither
hatred nor resentment, but only determination and courage. In the midst of the French Revolution,
Danton declared: "A nation saves itself, but does not take revenge."

We do not want to take revenge, we want to save, save our country, save our civilization, save our
culture, save our literature, save our school, save our landscapes and our natural patrimony, save our
companies, save our heritage, save our youth. And above all: save our people.

Over the past few months, you may have heard many things about me. Some have said that I was
brutal. Yes, this could be true, because I am passionate and my commitment is total, and France is on
the brink.

During these three months, I wanted to push forward the question of France's survival. If I had been
wrong, frankly, do you think that everyone else would have started talking like me?

You may have heard that I am a "fascist," that I am a "racist," that I am a "misogynist." I am pleased to see
that you have not been misled.

Fascist… fascist. Me, a fascist.

Right…
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When frankly, I am the only one defending the freedom of thought, the freedom of speech, the
freedom to debate, the freedom to put words to reality, while they all dream of banning our meetings
and having me convicted.

And then I am also a misogynist.

Right…

You know just how ridiculous this accusation is. As a child, in the middle of these big families from
Algeria, I was always surrounded by women: my mother of course, but also her sisters, my
grandmothers. The women of my childhood, even more than the men, forged my character. They
were… how can I put it? At the same time loving and demanding, tender and imperious. It was my
mother who instilled in me a taste for effort and excellence. It was also my mother who instilled in me
an immoderate love of France.

When I remember my childhood, I remember first of all that my mother transmitted to me this
immoderate love of France, the elegance of its art of living, the refinement of its morals and its
literature. It was she who gave me the strength to resist everything, to defend this France that she
loved passionately. I will tell you a secret: it is thanks to her experience and her memories, told to the
child that I was, that I was able to understand—before others—the unheard-of regression that women
are undergoing today, in neighborhoods where mass immigration has imported an Islamic civilization so
cruel to women.

This is probably why I am the only one today, along with some courageous organizations, to establish
without false modesty the obvious link between this immigration from the other side of the
Mediterranean and the threats which weigh each day more and more on French women, on their
freedom, on their integrity, and sometimes even on their lives. But, all the while, feminists look the other
way and talk to us about inclusive language.

I am also supposed to be a "racist." I will be a racist when I am the only one who does not confuse the
defense of our own with the hatred of others.

What is racism? It is to imagine that those who are different from us are inferior because they are
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different and that the only people who can be French are the descendants of Clovis. How can I, a little
Berber Jew from the other side of the Mediterranean, think that?

No, obviously I am not a racist. No, of course, you are not racists. All we want is to defend our heritage.
We are defending our country, our homeland, the heritage of our ancestors and the heritage that we
will entrust to our children. The preservation of the heritage is not the enemy of modernity, it is the very
condition of its existence.

Yes, we are engaged in a fight that is greater than ourselves—that of passing on to our children France
as we have known it, France as we have received it. That is why I am standing before the French people
today to become their next President of the Republic. That is why we are engaging today in a great
battle for France!

Our movement is launched. It is well-structured and organized in all our regions, in all our departments.

Every day, every hour, every minute, we welcome into our ranks new brave ones ready to fight for
France. They can now count on the precious support of the VIA networks and the conservative
movement. Laurence and Jean-Frédéric, I thank you from the bottom of my heart!

Yes, thanks to them, thanks to all of you, the Reconquest is now launched!

The reconquest of our economy, the reconquest of our security, the reconquest of our identity, the
reconquest of our sovereignty, the reconquest of our country!

We are heading out to the reconquest of our abandoned villages, of our devastated schools, our
sacrificed companies, our degraded natural and cultural heritage.

We are heading out to the reconquest of our country to win it back.

"Reconquest" is the name of this movement that I wanted to found. Join us! Join the reconquest of our
country!

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/VIA,_the_Way_of_the_People
https://twitter.com/LaurenceTrochu
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Jean-Fr%C3%A9d%C3%A9ric_Poisson
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Our campaign will be different from others because I am different from others. Yes, I humbly confess:

I do not have forty years of political cunning and media spin behind me. They think it's my weakness, I
think it's my strength.

My strength in this campaign is to touch the hearts of the French with my style, my personality, my
sincerity, and now my project.

My strength is to lead our country without compromise, without cowardice, without weakness.

In my conception of politics, sincerity, coherence, honesty, have never been defects.

In my vision of politics, the contest of ideas, convictions, enthusiasm are the surest assets to keep one's
promises and not to betray the voters.

In my conception of politics, we address all French people.

I refuse to choose between the wealthy classes of the metropolises and peripheral France.

I refuse to choose between urban France and rural France.

I refuse to choose between metropolitan France and outer France.

I refuse to choose between the retired and the active.

I refuse to choose between the memories of yesterday, the issues of today and the challenges of
tomorrow.

In my vision of politics, when you are President of the French people, you are president of all France
and all French people.
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Our campaign is now launched—it will be the most beautiful of all!

I now want to pay tribute to all those who, for months now have believed in me, who slogged through
the campaign, mobilized, handed out leaflets, canvassed the mayors—to make this great fight possible.

Thank you to the Friends of Eric Zemmour, thank you to Generation Z.

I had planned to say: "I want us to applaud them," but as usual you will do what’s in your mind. It was
always they who, by their enthusiasm, gave me the desire to lead this battle.

"Impossible is not French" wrote the Emperor. You have proved once again that he was right.

Yes, your fight is noble because you are not fighting for yourself, for your little privileges, for your little
lives. You are committed to something much bigger than yourself: you are committed to France.

Like the builders of cathedrals, we are working for tomorrow. We work for the day after tomorrow.

We are working for our children, and for our children's children.

We know that History is relentless, and we will be equal to it so that in a century, France will once again
become a beacon that lights up the world, and that our people will once again be admired, envied and
respected. For the power and sovereignty regained at home will allow us to express power and
influence abroad, on the stage of a world that has changed and that we must face without fear.

To achieve this goal, we are going to conquer power: tomorrow the Elysée Palace, the day after
tomorrow the National Assembly! Then will come the turn of the regions, the departments, the
communes. One by one we are going to dislodge all these left-wing elected officials, all these
socialists: all these socialists who have become Macronists, all these Macronists who have become
ecologists, and all these ecologists who have become Islamo-leftists. To dislodge each of them, we will
have to convince each Frenchman.

This is our mission. That is your mission.

https://lesamisdericzemmour.fr/
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We have a clear course ahead of us, based on undeniable facts; and from now on we will present solid
initiatives.

As I have often said, one of the things that led me to this candidacy was when my son said to me one
day: "Well, Dad, the observations you've been making for thirty years, now it's time to take action."

At 63, I'm moving from observations to action.

I am ready to take the reins of our country. We are ready to meet the expectations of the French
people.

You know, for months now, I have been crisscrossing France, meeting with the French. Two fears haunt
them: that of the great decline with the impoverishment of the French, the decline of our power and the
collapse of our school. And that of the great replacement, with the Islamization of France, mass
immigration and permanent insecurity.

Yes, we know. We know that France has become terribly impoverished in recent years. We feel the
difficulties of so many French people to make ends meet. We understand the pain that business
leaders have because of all the taxes, laws and regulations. We are afflicted by the decline of our
power in the world.

I want to address all of these fears.

To stop our employees from getting poorer, I want to make the take-home pay higher. It is not normal
to have such a gap between net and gross wages. It is not normal that the gross salary is so high for the
bosses, and that the net salary is so low for the employees. I want to give back purchasing power to the
most modest employees. I will therefore reduce the contributions they pay, in order to give back, each
year, a thirteenth month to employees earning the minimum wage. Each month, they will receive an
extra 100 euros. This is only fair: it is the fruit of their labor. I cannot imagine that our employees,
especially the poorest ones, finance with their expenses a social model that has become obese
because it is open to the whole world.
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Solidarity must become national again, and throughout this campaign I will not stop coming back to
this, so that the French will get out of this downward spiral. So that our companies also stop getting
poorer.

Therefore, in the very first weeks of my mandate, I will massively reduce production taxes for all
companies, because it is not right to tax a company before it has even had a chance to make a profit. I
want more small businesses to benefit from a lower corporate tax rate: why do large companies, with
their armies of tax experts, manage to pay less tax than small companies and VSEs? I want them to
regain room to maneuver so that they have the capacity to invest and hire.

In order for our country to stop getting poorer, I am choosing to reindustrialize. I have been saying this
for years, at a time when the so-called serious economists were mocking us. I want France to become a
major industrial world power again. To become powerful again, France must become a country of
industry. Because industry creates jobs, generates innovation, is a source of wealth and a guarantor of
our independence. General de Gaulle and Georges Pompidou understood this. Because it is
synonymous with social advancement, we want to recoup this industrial France of workers, engineers,
SMEs, ETIs and large companies!

So, to help our industrialists, we propose less taxes, fewer standards and more orders. In addition to
lowering production taxes, we will force public procurement to favor French companies. There is no
reason why all the countries in the world should reserve their public contracts for their national
companies, while France chooses to go abroad because of budgetary and European dogmatism. To
implement this policy, I will create a powerful Ministry of Industry in charge of foreign trade, energy,
research and development and raw materials.

We will also initiate a process of administrative simplification under the direct aegis of the Elysée. Why
is our State so powerless with criminals, yet so ruthless with honest people?

I want to cut through this forest of regulations that is ruining the lives of our companies. To do this, I will
rely on the key players in our economy, on thousands of intermediary organizations despised by
successive governments.

We are choosing to reduce taxation and to focus on industry, on the creation of wealth with a view to its

https://www.statista.com/statistics/879062/number-of-smes-in-france/
https://www.insee.fr/en/metadonnees/definition/c2034
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redistribution, on the choice of public procurement over subsidies!

Our conception of the economy is coherent: it favors entrepreneurship in the service of all AND
rootedness. Yes, rootedness. This is why we are going to promote the transfer of companies from one
generation to the next, like in Italy, like in Germany. This is why I want to abolish inheritance and gift
taxes for the transfer of family businesses. It is not normal; it is not acceptable that a French company
director would rather sell his company to a Chinese industrialist or to an American investment fund
rather than pass on the fruits of his labor to his children, for fear of being cheated by the tax authorities.

But the great decline is not only that of our less well-off workers, it is not only that of our companies—it
is also that of French power. For France to get out of the spiral of decline in which our elites have
trapped it, it must renew its tradition of independence. This is why I want France to leave NATO's
integrated military command. That is why we must jealously preserve our overseas territories. That is
why New Caledonia must remain French. I say no to all the surrenders of this government on this
subject.

I want France to regain a position of balance in the world. We are France. We are not the vassals of the
United States. We are not the vassals of NATO, of the European Union. We must speak with all
countries! The United States, China, Russia. But we must also be wary of all of them, because
geopolitics is never a long quiet river. We must regain our rank, reconnect with our power.

Throughout this campaign, I will continue to reveal my platform. Throughout this campaign, I will
continue to make public the measures I propose for France.

Our political project is a long-term one. We are committed to the next decades, and to the next
generations. And in the long term, power rhymes with education. For schools, we will be on the side of
excellence. The French school model must return to its fundamentals, with a particular focus on
mathematics and the humanities.

We must rediscover the model that made us successful in the past, and which is now the success of
the Asian countries that have imitated us: classical culture, scientific studies, valorization of manual
skills,
transmission of knowledge, and the culture of merit and excellence.

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/New_Caledonia
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From the beginning of the new school year, we will make school the instrument of French-style
assimilation, and we will chase pedagogism, Islamo-leftism and LGBT ideology out of our children's
classrooms!

We will give back to teachers the means to work. We will restore their authority. We will ban the use of
inclusive language and we will ban all forms of positive discrimination.

Yes, I promise, school will no longer be the ideological laboratory of the Left, and our children will no
longer be its guinea pigs! The school of the Republic must once again become the sanctuary it was;
and the free school, to which we owe so much, must remain free!

The school must regain its priority objective: the transmission of knowledge, the only way to reduce
inequalities. It must no longer try to be as inclusive as possible; but on the contrary to re-establish the
culture of merit and effort. And it is because knowledge will be transmitted again, because the culture
of effort and merit will be re-established that we will effectively fight against social inequalities!

I want to put an end to this pedagogy which has been constantly lowering social standards for forty
years. In the name of equality between all students, they have deprived them of culture, they have
prevented evaluations, they have banned rankings.

They thought they were doing the students a favor by depriving them of excellence, preventing them
from demonstrating their talent, their intelligence and their work. The school of my childhood promoted
these things, and I am sure for many of you here it was the same. That older school allowed in one
generation for a person to climb the highest ranks of the Republic. Remember Georges Pompidou, a
graduate of the Ecole Normale Supérieure, an Associate Professor of Arts, a senior civil servant, and a
Head of State, whose parents were teachers and whose grandparents were modest farmers. This is the
kind of destiny I want for the next generations of French people, regardless of their social background!

This forgotten France, our forgotten France, has the right to find a quality school. This despised France
has the right to find public services. This abandoned France, which lacks police stations, which lacks
trains, which lacks doctors, which lacks hospitals is also deprived of a school worthy of its dreams for its
children. It is unfair, and it is unacceptable.
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But impossible is not French. The state can enable the reconquest of this abandoned France. It must go
to each village, each commune, each department to present its model based on excellence: industrial
excellence, scientific excellence, educational excellence, excellence in our public services.

Yes, our fight is for excellence. But our fight is above all for France. Because in the face of the
accelerating change of people, we are the only ones who dare speak the truth. We are the only ones
who say the words that make people angry because we suggest measures that are necessary.

In 2019, France has allowed between 350,000 and 400,000 foreigners to enter its territory, far more
than the city of Nice, which is the fifth largest city in France! Over a five-year period, this represents two
million entries; the equivalent of the city of Paris.

The challenge of the next presidential election will be to know if we want to let in two million more over
the next five years.

According to INSEE, while less than 1% of newborns had a Muslim name in the 1960s, today 22% do so.

Today they are 22%. What percentage tomorrow? Imagine the magnitude of the unprecedented
cultural, demographic and human change we are going through. Yesterday, the media complex denied
it. Today they celebrate it. Tomorrow they will tell us that we had no choice.

They are lying.

We have a choice.

We have the power to choose the civilizational destiny of our country.

Our migration policy has three pillars:

The first is to stop the flow immediately. From the first weeks of my mandate, zero immigration will
become a clear objective of our policy. Before next summer, I want to limit the right to asylum to a
handful of individuals each year, to restore meaning to this misused right. I will demand that asylum
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applications be made in our consulates, to avoid the settlement of rejected asylum seekers who never
leave. I want to abolish the right to family reunification and drastically reduce family immigration.

I want to improve the selection of foreign students and establish the principle of their return at the end
of their studies. I want to dismantle illegal immigration channels, to put out of action the entities that
bring these migrants back to Europe.

The second pillar of my migration policy is simple: I want to put an end to the suction pumps that make
France an El Dorado for the Third World. France must become generous with its own people and stop
opening its social model to the four winds! I want to abolish social assistance for non-European
foreigners, abolish state medical aid. Why, my friends, should we be the only ones in the world to be so
generous? I want to abolish the right of the soil, and I want to drastically tighten the conditions for
naturalization.

The third pillar of this plan concerns foreigners who have already settled in France. I want to
systematically expel all illegals present illegally on our soil. I want to immediately expel foreign
criminals who will no longer clutter French prisons. I want to deprive of their French nationality the
criminals with dual nationality. I want to expel unemployed foreigners after six months of unsuccessful
job search.

So many democratic countries do it: why not us?

All these measures will be submitted to the French people by referendum so that they approve them.
Thus made sacred by universal suffrage, they will be imposed on all, including the constitutional
council, the European judges, and the technocrats of Brussels.

Our existence as a French people is not negotiable. Our survival as a French nation is not subject to the
goodwill of treaties or European judges. Let's take back our destiny!

Now I want to talk to those who are French. Yes, I make a distinction between who is French and who is
not. No, I will not expel some French people. Yes, I am reaching out to Muslims who want to become
our brothers! Many of them already are that. For all those who want to be French and who show their
attachment to France every day; for all those who did not come to France for the generosity of its social
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model, out of habit or out of spite; for all those whose ancestors, like me, come from elsewhere but
who want the future of their children to be written here.

To all of them, I propose assimilation. Assimilation is the greatest gift France can offer you: to be part of
its immense History. It is the greatest gift that France has given me.

Imagine becoming the compatriot of Montaigne, Pascal, Chateaubriand, Balzac! The choice of
assimilation is certainly a demanding one, because from now on we have to say "we" when talking
about a past where our personal ancestors were not present. This is the effort that my grandparents
and my parents made.

Yes, assimilation is demanding, but only it will allow us to find peace and brotherhood. Yes, assimilation
is demanding, but why exempt the Algerians, the Malians or the Turks from the efforts made in the past
by the Spaniards, the Poles or the Italians? Why should Muslims be unable to do the work of separating
the spiritual from the temporal that the Jews and Christians did before them?

Yes, we are reaching out to the French of the Muslim faith who want to become our brothers! There are
some! And our hand is firm, and without compromise: if you make France your mother and every
Frenchman your brother, you are our compatriots!

Yes, in our reconquest, we set the bar very high and we are demanding, because France is not an à la
carte menu. France requires total adhesion. And for those who refuse, and for all those with dual
nationality and foreigners who violate our laws, the exit door is wide open.

These are the solutions that the French have been demanding for decades. France can no longer
procrastinate.

I cannot fight this battle without you. I need your help! A formidable struggle awaits us to save our
country, and each of us is participating in this immense battle.

I appeal to all French patriots, to all those whose feet are firmly rooted in their land. To all those who
have not abandoned France. I call upon. I appeal to these militants, to these executives, to these voters
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of the National Front, who have seen their ideas vegetate in a sterile opposition for decades.

I appeal to these militants and voters of the Republicans, who are tired of seeing their elected
representatives bend to the injunctions of the Left and political correctness. This right wing, in love with
France, is the majority in our country.

They are well-to-do people categories who have not cut their ties with their homeland. They are the
people who have not given in to uprooting. These are the middle class who refuse to be replaced.

I am reaching out to the voters, the executives, the supporters of the Republicans, many of whom have
been represented by my friend Eric Ciotti. Your place is with us, at our side, in this fight for France. I
want to speak here to the orphans of the RPR. To all those who remember that here, in Villepinte,
exactly 31 years ago, the whole of the Right was gathered to organize the "Etats généraux de
l'immigration." I was there, I was barely 30 years old. Yes, I was there. I observed, I noted.

But, there were especially Chirac, Giscard, Juppé, Bayrou, Sarkozy, Madelin. And so many others.

They promised that immigration would be reduced to zero, that national solidarity would be reserved
for the French, and that the right of citizenship would be abolished. It was strongly asserted that Islamic
laws were incompatible with the laws of the French Republic.

Luck, my friends, is malicious. Thirty-one years later, we find ourselves here, in Villepinte, to say exactly
the same thing. And the Left, and the media, and the Macronist power, and the center, and even the
current leaders of LR are labelling me and us with the infamous label of “extreme right.”

I want to ask a simple question here. Was Jacques Chirac of the extreme right? Was Valérie Giscard
d'Estaing of the extreme right? And Alain Juppé, and François Bayrou? Are they also from the extreme
right then?

Yes, my friends, luck is mischievous. We find ourselves together today, on December 5th, the
anniversary of the founding of the RPR in 1976! We weren't even supposed to be here in Villepinte, and
here we are. What coincidences, what anniversaries, what memories, what symbols.
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But this lesson from Villepinte does not end there. Three years after the General Assembly of the Right,
the RPR and the UDF won the legislative elections. In 1995, Jacques Chirac entered the Elysée Palace.

And yet… And yet, all these beautiful proclamations of Villepinte remained a dead letter. All these
beautiful promises were forgotten.

The Right, as usual, submitted to the injunctions of the Left, the media, the judges. The Right, as usual,
betrayed its voters as soon as they had put it into power.

Thirty years later, nothing has changed. Thirty years later, the RPR and the UDF have become LR; but
it's still the same promises, still the same martial declarations.

Why do you want these politicians to keep the commitments they have not kept for thirty years? The
same causes, be sure, will produce the same effects.

Valérie Pécresse constantly reminds us that her entry into politics is intimately linked to the person of
Jacques Chirac. She constantly refers to him. Let's take her word for it. She will act just like her
mentor—she will promise everything and deliver nothing. Chirac who said: "I will surprise you with my
demagogy." Chirac who said: "Promises only oblige those who listen to them."

Yes, believe Valérie Pécresse when she repeats that she is the heiress of Jacques Chirac. We are the
opposite of these political betrayals.

We promise and we will deliver. We will commit and we will do. Let us say, my friends, that this will be
our Villepinte Pledge! The Oath of Villepinte that will erase thirty years of renunciation and cowardice.

Thirty years during which the people were divided, separated, ostracized, with National Front voters
treated as pariahs, and LR voters intimidated, terrorized by a Left that decided who was republican,
who was not, who was in the camp of the good, who was in the camp of the bad.

That time is over.

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Rally_for_the_Republic
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Union_for_French_Democracy
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Jacques_Chirac
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/%C3%89lys%C3%A9e_Palace
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/The_Republicans_(France)
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Val%C3%A9rie_P%C3%A9cresse
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We must come together, we must unite. I want to give back the right to vote to the National Front
voters and I want to give back the right to the LR voters. This is no longer the time for Byzantine
quarrels: tomorrow, France may disappear. Our duty is to stand up. Our duty is to fight. Our duty is to
commit ourselves!

A very particular commitment, because we are not going to fight people. Unlike our opponents, full of
hatred and contempt, we are not fighting against individuals. Our fight is harder, more difficult but more
noble: we fight against ideas.

In 2022, it is not only the person of Emmanuel Macron that we are going to defeat, but better—his
ideology; this system of which he is the standard-bearer, the spokesman, and the executor. The
"person" Emmanuel Macron does not interest us, because he is fundamentally uninteresting. Find me a
single Frenchman in the country who can explain the thinking of Emmanuel Macron. Just one!

There is none, not even he himself!

Nobody knows who he is, because he is nobody. Behind the mask of perfect technocratic intelligence,
behind the mountain of superficial ideas, behind the contradictory slogans, behind the "at the same
time" synonymous with disorder, and the "whatever it takes" synonymous of ruin, there is nobody. There
is nothing!

Macron has gutted our economy, our identity, our culture, our freedom, our energy, our hopes, our
lives. He has emptied everything, because he alone is the great void, the abyss. In 2017, France elected
the void and fell into it.

My friends, it is time to get our country and our people out of this bottomless pit. We will leave in its
showcase the plastic dummy [Macron], this automaton that wanders in a labyrinth of mirrors, this
faceless mask that disfigures our own. We will let this teenager search for himself eternally. Let's leave
him with his obsession for himself.

Our courage, our intelligence, our strength and our commitment, we dedicate them against globalism,
against collectivization, against mass immigration, against gender theory and Islamo-leftism. All these
infernal machines which have only one goal, only one mission and only one ideal: to deconstruct our

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/National_Rally
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people. to better destroy it.

Tirelessly, we will uproot these ideologies that thrive only on public money and militant journalists. Yes,
we will make Macronism a bad memory.

Then…

When this ghost will have left the Elysée, when the Left will have lost its last puppet, we will replace it
with France. We will replace the little Macron with "the Great Nation." We will replace emptiness with
identity. We will replace complacency with excellence. We will replace the derisory with History.

A wonderful, exceptional task awaits us, the commitment of a lifetime. France is at a crossroads. It is
now or never.

French people! I want enthusiasm, I want songs, I want joy, I want pride! Be strong, be joyful, be happy!

Yes, my friends, you are right to sing the Marseillaise, because we are going to recover France from the
cynics and the conceited, from those who only have contempt and arrogance in their eyes, from all
those who want to make us disappear. We are rising up. Lift up your hearts!

All my life, I have denied with all my strength melancholy, which brings on despair, which deprives us of
courage and which paralyses us from action.

Bernanos wrote: "Hope is a heroic determination of the soul, and its highest form is despair overcome."

Yes, we must overcome our anger, our doubts accumulated over so many years to transform our
despair into hope.

A colossal and magnificent task awaits us—to rebuild France, our beloved country. We have the
people, we have a plan, we have the strength and we have the courage. We have the ideas, we have a
project and we have a movement. They can do nothing against you, they can do nothing against us.
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In front of the whole world, we can now raise our eyes and shout loud and clear: France is back!

France, this country of scientists who have transformed the world, and this country of writers who have
made it dream. This country of courageous workers and ingenious innovators. This unique country in
the world, this perfect balance between beauty and strength, between elegance and vigor, between
survival instinct and generosity, between freedom and equality, between genius and lightness.

Yes, France is back because the French people have risen up! The French people are standing up to all
those who want to make them disappear, in the face of all those who want to deprive their children of
their heritage and greatness!

The French people will never lower their eyes in the face of those who have sworn their doom! Yes,
France is back! Long live the Republic, and above all, above all:

Long live France!

Featured image: a portrait of Éric Zemmour by fmr0, 2019.
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