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A. No Closure

America is facing a serious national crisis, and it is not helpful to pretend otherwise.

In the wake of the contentious 2020 Presidential election, we should not expect that there will be any
kind of national unity or that we should or can go about our business as if nothing fundamental has
really changed. America is a deeply divided nation, and the sooner we recognize that and deal with it
the better off we shall be.

There can be no closure. What I find most appalling is being told not to use one’s own eyes, ears,
reasoning ability etc. but to ignore all contradictions, and basic methodical consistency etc. As a matter
of "fact" I find it astonishing that anyone can still say there is no evidence of election fraud. But this
"truth" has to be put alongside all the other "truths" that the mainstream media has dictated over the last
4 years and even prior to the 2016 election. "One-party autocracy certainly has its drawbacks. But when
it is led by a reasonably enlightened group of people, as China is today, it can also have great
advantages. That one party can just impose the politically difficult but critically important policies
needed to move a society forward in the 21st century" (Tom Friedman, “Our One-Party Democracy").

The election was fraudulent, and no matter how much the Democrats and their allies spin it, the
evidence continues to accumulate. The only way to satisfy the doubters would be to have a full and
serious audit of the election results. The "winners," namely the Democrats and Joe Biden would never
agree to this. This is a tragedy since such a gesture would have gone a long way to achieving unity and
healing wounds—either confirming the Biden "win" or elevating Biden to the status of cultural
hero—perhaps deserving having his face put on Mount Rushmore. When winning becomes the "only"
thing we have a culture in crisis.

B. The Futility Of Politics As Usual

There is a larger misperception about what happened. The 2020 election was not a case of Biden
"defeating" Trump, or Democrats "defeating" Republicans. The expressions "Democrat" and "Republican"
may appear on the ballot, but the names of the real "winners" were written in invisible ink. As I survey it, I
am reminded that it’s not who votes or how many voted but who does the counting and how the votes
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are counted. Right now this process is controlled by an "establishment" (identified long ago by C. W.
Mills, Thomas Dye, and most recently by Angelo Codevilla) that encompasses both major political
parties—a bipartisan political elite. Under the false guise of social activism, a consortium of 21st century
globalist robber-barons seeks to monopolize both domestic and international economies. The
seemingly innocuous concept of Corporate Social Responsibility has morphed from a mildly leftist
concern for equality into the idea that Social Media giants (a Technocracy—akin to Wittfogel’s
identification of "oriental despotism") and their allies have the duty to control the political process.

The Republican part of the establishment (RINOS – e.g., Peggy Noonan in the WSJ, Karl Rove, etc.), with
a few notable exceptions, will continued to be run by lackeys who are corrupt careerists lacking in
courage or integrity.

The Democratic Party has its own version consisting of a consortium of billionaires (who live in gated
communities and whose children are assured entrance into the Ivies) aided and abetted by the
spokespersons (who are also allowed to live in the gated communities) of the grievance universe (e.g.,
the civil rights industry). The latter will mobilize the aggrieved (the poor, the angry, and hyper-critical
intellectuals about whom Benda and Schumpeter warned us long ago, the dysfunctional, etc. who live
in the ghettos) to vote and to serve as shock troops whose job it is to intimidate (riot on cue) all those
individuals and groups who oppose the establishment. Part of the national tragedy is that the
"aggrieved" do not UNDERSTAND that THEY ARE BEING MANIPULATED.

An example of this commonality of interests among the bipartisan elite is the support for open borders
by all members (both sides) of the establishment.

It strikes many as counter-intuitive that Billionaire globalists are allied with the aggrieved who advocate
democratic socialism. Part of the reason for this is that many are not familiar with "globalism." The main
tenet of globalism is that nation-states (e.g., the U.S., or "Make America Great Again") are passé. Global
commerce requires and leads to the breaking down of borders and institutions associated with them.
"Super-states" (the World Bank, IMF, the EU, China) or would-be super-states (U.S. Big-Tech, the UN or
even the Vatican) vie to fill the vacuum.

What Big-Tech globalists and the aggrieved have in common is the destruction of the U.S. as a nation-
state. That means removing Donald Trump and making sure he cannot run again, undermining the
Constitution by packing the Court, destroying every vestige of traditional American identity (e.g. tear-
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down statues). Who are the people left out, the people who are to be marginalized or intimidated? They
are the working class, small business, and anyone who takes traditional America seriously—in short, the
middle class.

This model, in which the few at the top control and induce the bottom to undermine the responsible
middle is an old one. It can be found in the bread and circuses of the Roman Empire overcoming the
Roman Republic, immortalized in Mark Anthony’s reading of Julius Caesar’s will (which he somehow
managed to have on hand). This state of affairs was later noted by Machiavelli. It is stated full blown by
Henri de Saint.-Simon who envisaged a society guided by a hierarchical merit-based organization of
managers and scientists (e.g., Wall Street, Big Tech, deep state, etc.).

It is a utopian scheme (the opiate of the aggrieved) that renders crony capitalism and crony socialism
indistinguishable. In both cases, government is the servant/junior partner of Big Business. The only
thing that changes is which particular vested economic interest groups get the government contracts
and largesse and what politicians get in on the action. This is precisely why serious Marxists have
always despised socialism. The object of winning is not to ameliorate difficulties but merely to gain
riches and the power to protect and extend the riches. Donald Trump was the lone outsider who
threatened to overturn all the apple-carts.

As a consequence of the above, political reform alone is irrelevant and ineffective. The political world is
a carousel where the riders and the tunes may change, but progress is an illusion. The dereliction of
duty on the part of the Supreme Court (a Court that arrogates to itself the definition of "life," but cannot
investigate a national election in which its own orders were ignored) was the last straw.

C. Prognosis

The following seems most likely to me. I pray I am wrong.

Fascism triumphant. China’s combination of party/ market/ state is the new future.1.
The future of the US is fabricated race wars and disintegration.2.
China now replaces the US as the world’s hegemon—it, and radical Islamists, are in the best3.
position to take advantage of Western disintegration.
Western Europe becomes Muslim—and Erdogan is proven right. Central Europe will move4.
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Eastward.
China and its allies and vassals versus Islamism is the geopolitics of the future. (farewell to the5.
liberties that we in the West once treasured and took for granted.) Islamism at least will be
localized by China, but that will not help Western Europeans preserve their freedom—they will be
Muslim and subject to China’s persecution.
The only good thing is that the world will not turn out the way the progressives think—Portland is6.
the present future of the progressive world in embryo i.e. solar energy, vegan burgers, children
choosing their sex organs, toppled statues and burning and looting; to be followed by seizure of
white property—whites who are leaders of this anti-white movement eventually lose their
property and lives too.
Rise of white fascism (the academics/ journalists etc. successfully create, by way of reaction,7.
what they misperceive as present reality)—all out race war in the US is an opportunity for new
geopolitical powers.
US becomes an extension of Latin America which will be a Chinese vassal.8.
Another scenario is the break-up of US and the race war scenario limited to progressive urban9.
centers, but the problem of depleted US power remains.
The consequences of the big steal are terrifying. But the interests behind it are vast. If this sounds
crazy—just ask: what would Queen Victoria have said in 1880 if told that by 1945 Britain would be a
2nd or 3rd rate power?

D. Centrality Of Culture

The different views of America held by the handlers and supporters of Biden and the supporters of
President Trump are incommensurable. Nothing is going to change without a fresh reflection on our
culture.

What is the inherited culture of the U.S.? As expressed in Locke and summarized by Huntington, it is the
English language, the English conceptions of the rule of law, the responsibility of rulers, and the rights
of individuals. Its religious commitment reflects the dissenting Protestant values of individualism and
the work ethic. The "Creator" who endowed us with our rights clearly understood that "He" was
speaking to Lockean "Protestants."

Three things stand out: religious liberty, economic liberty, and individual liberty. As expressed recently
by Oakeshott, the U.S. is a civil association, that is, there is no overall collective-common-good; there is
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only the good as understood by individuals who resolve their conflicts within the procedural norm of a
non-collective common good of the rule of law.

The foregoing is an historical entity and achievement. It is not based on a set of abstractions or "theory;"
it does not recognize an official state religion – the dissenting Protestants, given their experience, made
sure of that by insisting upon the separation of "church" and "state." This is not an endorsement of
relativism but an affirmation of substantive moral pluralism held together by a common commitment to
the procedural norm of toleration. If you choose to be different you do not have to justify yourself or
prove that what you are doing is "good."

In short, you are innocent until proven guilty. If it is alleged that what you are doing harms another, then
the onus is on others to (a) show the harm and (b) establish that the remedy is not worse. None of us is
required to endorse or to approve of what you do. You are entitled to "toleration" not "approval."
Moreover, others are free to criticize what you do and try to persuade you to do otherwise—but others
are not free to coerce you (J.S. Mill). This is a non-utopian view espoused by those who understood that
they lived in the world "after the Fall."

Despite all the criticism leveled against this conception that a society can function with a commitment
to procedural norms, this cultural entity has produced to date the most powerful, most productive, and
freest culture the world has ever seen, and it has done so for 400 years.

Where are the fault lines in this culture? There are two: democracy and the neglect of public life.

From antiquity to the present, every profound thinker understood the dangers of majority rule. That is
precisely why the Founders created a "Republic" that protected the rights of individuals through a
Constitution. In order to "keep" the Republic, we have relied on educational institutions to convey this
culture, many being run by religious foundations. What has undermined this reliance is a combination
of teachers’ unions and a professional class of educators. I shall have more to say about this later, but at
present the educational system from top to bottom is now run by second rate ideological left-leaning
women and minorities who delude themselves into thinking they have some sort of expertise when all
they have is a permission slip from the "establishment."

Modern freedom (Constant) allows us to pursue our private dreams and agendas, to focus on minding
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our own business. It also discourages us from minding the public business. We have allowed public life
to be articulated and controlled by "professional" politicians and celebrity journalists.

The greatest threat to the U.S comes from the latter reigning experts, the new theorists of utopia.
Utopian views, understood as creating a heaven on earth, are perennial (e.g., the Tower of Babel). Eric
Voegelin saw modernity as a reflection of "gnosticism," the perennial Christian heresy of believing that
paradise can be achieved on earth. To use Voegelin’s expression, it is the “immanentization of the
eschaton.” Historically, it is found not only in the medieval period, but in the later movements of
humanism, the Enlightenment, progressivism, liberalism, positivism, and Marxism. It seeks to reverse
Augustine’s de-divinization of the state by creating a civil theology, in which the transcendent is
repeatedly lost sight of in history. Voegelin maintained that gnosticism is internally incoherent both
because it represses the truth of the soul and its ineffectiveness in practice leads to an omnipotent
state in which gnostics cannibalize themselves. He instanced Puritanism as a case study. At the same
time, he saw America and Britain as a bulwark against gnosticism precisely because they had
maintained the Mediterranean inheritance (Greek philosophy, Judaism, and Christianity). It is the explicit
combination of philosophy and religion, not philosophy alone, that may be our salvation.

Contemporary utopianism is rooted in the Enlightenment Project. The EP rightly saw the great success
of modern science in creating a technology for making the physical world our servant and not our
master. However, the EP, as expressed primarily in the writings of the 18th-century French philosophes,
went a step further in believing that there could be a social science, based on the "scientific method,"
that would lead to a social technology for solving all of our social problems. The dream of such a social
technology in which public policy is logically deduced from social theory is the common property of
liberals, socialists, and Marxists.

As many have argued (Hume, Kant, Wittgenstein, Hayek, Oakeshott, Gray, Capaldi, etc.), the very idea of
a social science is incoherent. Unfortunately, false hope has a larger market than sober reflection.

The present home of this false utopia is the contemporary university. It originated within the so-called
social science departments but has subsequently seduced the humanities, the arts, business schools,
professional schools, and even the physical sciences. Higher education has given way to non-stop
indoctrination. Critical research, free speech and academic freedom are its latest victims. In this new
Orwellian universe, “critical theory” now denominates what cannot be questioned/criticized. The
contemporary university, enthroned by government subvention and politicized accreditation agencies,
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is now the commanding heights of our entire culture. It trains and licenses "political scientists," lawyers,
many clergy, journalists, K-12 teachers, in short, just about everybody. Elections no longer identify the
current responsible leadership. Rather, elections now ratify what the experts have already decided and
identify those whose education has been deficient and who therefore need to confess their sins and
attend a reeducation camp as penance.

Does 2020 mark the death of American culture? Is there some way to claw back?

E. What Is To Be Done?

80 million people voted for President Trump. Given additional family members who are not of voting
age or did not vote, we are probably talking about more than 100 million people. How significant is that
number? By comparison, the entire population of the UK is 66 million; and the entire population of
France is 67 million. What can 100 million people do?

Rather than taking down the new behemoth (the vast education-media-entertainment-Big1.
Pharma complex that controls all aspects of our lives because it has the best tools right now to
build/enforce compliance), we just ignore it! We begin by establishing an independent context:
social, economic, etc. not a separate political unit. We operate "within" the system but are not "of"
the system. We return to Augustine’s notion of the two societies. We can fabricate symbols to
show our membership (e.g., I like the flag at half-mast).
Establish an independent currency (like bitcoin) impervious to governmental control. This2.
currency can be exchanged for dollars but it retains its value and does not degenerate into toilet-
paper.
Establish a parallel non-politicized economy: our own social media, our own SEC, our own banks,3.
etc. In short, we can duplicate a whole world that does business among its members who
subscribe to the same principles – we do not censor or cancel! Imagine the appeal to
entrepreneurs. We do not refuse to do business with THEM, but they do not define our business
ethics.
Establish a parallel education system – we already have one in home schooling and religious4.
schools. We can create a whole new university system: use (buy) abandoned malls. There are
plenty of retired faculty available (like myself who will literally work for free), semi-retired, about
to retire, tired of participating in a charade, perhaps unemployed or employed otherwise. We
need to break down the artificial barriers between practitioners and theoreticians, and we must
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surrender the conceit of expertise. The establishment will not recognize our degrees BUT that is
irrelevant. Employers among our 100 million will. Our graduates will need to pass an exit exam
showing they know the major opposing arguments of contentious public policy disputes. They will
have met higher standards.
Establish a parallel medical system (self-insured and nationally portable).5.
Establish independent sports teams (whole new leagues and franchises), an alternative6.
entertainment industry, etc. – all of it depoliticized.
Establish an independent legal system that is based on mediation.7.
Most especially, we shall need a huge legal fund to defend these proposals from the inevitable8.
establishment lawsuits.
The reader is invited to extend this list.9.
IN EVERY CASE WE OFFER A BETTER PRODUCT AT A LOWER PRICE.
Of course, I recognize that (1) all of these proposals need further elaboration; and (2) that all of
these proposals are subject to corruption and hijacking. But we must start somewhere.

F. The New Politics

It is important not to continue to play the old game. Hence, there is no point in trying to reform the
Republican Party. We need a new political party, one that invites former Republicans, as well as
perceptive Independents and Democrats to join.

What will be its features?

Political Reform Clubs everywhere – open to all –we might begin by meeting in private homes or1.
on ZOOM and progressing from there.
Within a national network of such clubs, new articulate and responsible leadership (candidates)2.
will emerge on a continuous basis.
We shall run candidates for EVERY office, Dog-catcher, school boards, district attorneys, judges,3.
sheriffs, poll watchers, etc.—the aim is to take control of local communities and work from the
bottom up.
TERM LIMITS: we seek Public Service not careerists. Real achievement comes in the real world of4.
careers, jobs, homes, schools, arts, etc. We reject the myth that politics is somehow some arcane
practice. Buckley was correct when he suggested that we should prefer to be governed by the
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first 300 people in the “Boston Telephone Directory” than the faculty of Harvard.
Litmus Test: you understand we were robbed. This is not a retreat, and it is not a surrender or form5.
of escapism. Rather we are digging in our heels, and we are prepared to accept the burden, the
responsibility, and the occasional joy of living in the Two Cities.
Many are skeptical about the likely success of a third party. My reply is as follows:6.
 

a. The Republican party was itself once a new party, replacing the "Whigs" perceived as no
longer up to the task of dealing with the issue of slavery.
b. Other third party movements failed because in the background was a shared set of
assumptions—think Ross Perot as a better Republican rather than a new wave. There are no
longer any shared assumptions.
c. "Republicans" have rightly earned a bad name, and the party comes with baggage. Without
the baggage, non-Republicans might be more receptive.
d. Most important of all, we need fresh perspectives, new blood, an open invitation to change
the political culture, buy-in from people who have abandoned active participation. We do not
need a quick fix and then back to monkey-business as usual. “We must make the building of a
free society once more an intellectual adventure, a deed of courage. . . Unless we can make
the philosophic foundations of a free society once more a living intellectual issue, and its
implementation a task [that] challenges the ingenuity and imagination of our liveliest minds,
the prospects of freedom are indeed dark. F. A. Hayek, The Intellectuals and Socialism.
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The featured image shows, "Hospice à St. Remy," by Vincent van Gogh, painted in 1889.
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